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Thank you for the opportunity to seek the endorsement of the San Diego Democratic Woman’s 
Club.  As a club member, and longtime champion of gender equality I believe in and am grateful 
for the work that each of you does to advance the status of women.  

Ensuring women have equality of opportunity, access to education, childcare, reproductive 
healthcare and economic justice has been and will continue to be a focus of my work. 
 
I began my professional career in San Diego as an administrator for women’s health clinics 
during a time when patients often had to run a gauntlet of anti-abortion protestors.  From that 
time, I have been a strong advocate of reproductive justice, including AB 154, which 
expands access to abortion by increasing the number of trained healthcare providers who 
can provide early abortions. My advocacy on health has extended beyond abortion rights, 
however, and includes, for example, active work in support of the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act in CA, which benefits women and their families.  I have also carried 
legislation that allows minors to obtain preventive care for STDs and several bills to provide 
equality and dignity for the transgender community. 
 
As only the third woman, and the first LGBT woman ever to serve as the Speaker of the 
California State Assembly, I know firsthand the importance of having women in positions 
of leadership.  We change the conversation – and we have a significant impact on the agenda 
when we are empowered to serve. That’s why I appointed Assemblymember Shirley Weber to be 
the Chair of the Budget – one of the most powerful positions in the Assembly that had never 
before been held by an African American woman. I have also been mindful of ensuring qualified 
dynamic women are well represented on state commissions and in the judiciary.  
 
This year, California passed the strongest Equal Pay law in the nation – which I fought 
hard for in the Assembly.  Now, women will have access to salary information and be able to 
fight for pay parity without retribution.  The law also shifts the burden of proof of non-
discrimination to the employer – encouraging pro-active employer efforts to ensure that women 
are compensated fairly. This is a huge win for women.  
 
I am also proud of my work to secure $500,000 in ongoing funding for the state’s 
Commission on the Status of Women – a significant step toward ensuring that the challenges 
that face women will be known and addressed in the years to come.   
 
I have an excellent record of supporting policies that enable working families, many of 
whom are headed by women, to meet their basic needs.  I led the San Diego City Council in 
enacting a living wage policy.  I have actively supported prevailing wage, increasing the 
minimum wage, and project labor agreements. This year’s budget included an Earned Income 
Tax Credit that will help roughly 825,000 California families.  In addition, this year’s budget 
also included increased funding for childcare and pre-school of $678 million.  
 
I have worked hard to advance legislation to protect victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault. I have strengthened family justice centers to increase access to services for 
victims of domestic violence. I carried legislation to prevent a spousal rapist from forcing his 
victim to pay him spousal support, even though he had been convicted of the crime, and I 
authored legislation to allow victims of domestic violence to alter a wireless telephone contract 
when the abuser is the accountholder.  
 



Finally, I have encouraged, endorsed and used my financial resources to support women 
running for office. I have believed in and invested in groups that work hard to inspire, mentor 
and support pro-choice women candidates – from Emily’s List, to Emerge California, Close the 
Gap California, California List, and Run Women Run.  
 
I have fought hard to advance the number of women elected across the state, in the legislature 
and in statewide office. I have also worked incredibly hard to elect women to local office here in 
San Diego, including, most recently, Assemblymember Shirley Weber, Councilmember Myrtle 
Cole and City Council Candidates Carol Kim, Sarah Boot and Barbara Bry – just to name a few.  
 
Women’s issues will always be one of my top priorities. I hope to continue to be an 
advocate for women in the State Senate, and would be honored to have the endorsement of 
the San Diego Democratic Woman’s Club. Thank you.  
 


